[image: image1.jpg]PEOPLE vouve Triep ¥0T To KOTICE.



Lichtenstein Creative Media, 1 Broadway, 14th Floor 
Cambridge, MA  02142
Email: LCM@LCMedia.com 
Tel:  Bill Lichtenstein  617-682-3708  (Cell: 917-635-2538)
DEAR SUPPORTER:  

Below is a press release template for the PBS broadcast of “West 47th Street,” which airs May 19th.  

“West 47th Street” is the award-winning documentary film that follows three years in the lives of four members of Fountain House.      

Add your information to this press release and send it to your media contacts.  Urge them to localize “West 47th Street’s” May 19th PBS broadcast by writing about the award-winning film and you or your organization’s efforts to address mental health in your community.  

For Immediate Release

Contact: INSERT YOUR NAME, (Area code) (Phone Number) (Email) 
Award-winning Documentary ‘West 47th Street’ to Air on PBS on May 19th 
Four people with mental illness whom “you’ve tried not to notice” 
fight to recover stability and independence

“Must See” – Newsweek
Life on the streets for the poor and homeless is an unforgiving struggle.  For those who also battle mental illness, it is marked by the additional pressures of fear, isolation and misunderstanding.  

West 47th Street, the remarkable, award-winning documentary film airing on PBS on Sunday, April 7th, takes its cameras into the heart of the struggle as it rejects the invisibility of the mentally ill who inhabit America’s streets.  
Filmed over three years at Fountain House, the renowned community mental health clubhouse program in New York City, West 47th Street reveals the human face of mental illness – and the faith and courage with which its victims fight to recover control of their lives. The result is an intimate and illuminating look, at times hilarious and other times tragic, into a complex world of hard-won hopes, drug regimens, hospitals, work programs, group homes – and turmoil that may relent but never quite disappear.  .

The national TV broadcast comes 10 years after the documentary first aired on PBS and features an update interview with producer Bill Lichtenstein. 

[Replace this section with your own comment: “While the movie takes place in New York City, there are many people here in our own community facing the same challenges,” said John Doe, director of Our Mental Health Program, in Our Town.  “We urge anyone concerned about mental health, and recovery from mental illness, to tune into this important film and to find out more about our work in the community.”]  
[FILL IN YOUR CITY OR TOWN AND INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR CLUBHOUSE OR PROGRAM HERE].  
Awards:

· Atlanta Film Festival 2002, Atlanta, GA – Best Documentary
· DC Independent Film Festival, Washington DC  – Audience Award
· Woodstock Film Festival, Woodstock, New York,– Honorable Mention
WEST 47th STREET: PRESS REVIEWS

“There is Hollywood’s too-perfect version of mental illness—‘Ordinary
People,’ ‘Rain Man,’ ‘A Beautiful Mind.’  And then there’s the raw
stuff of ‘West 47th Street'  . . . The film debuts at a time when the
country’s mental-health system is under fire. A recent presidential
commission called it ‘fragmented, disconnected and often inadequate.’
For those battling mental illness, better services are critical. So is
respect.” - Newsweek

“Editors’ Choice – Pick of the Night” – TV Guide

“Its craftsmanship, thoroughness, smart editing and sensitive but
clear-eyed handling of its delicate subject matter make it a work of
remarkable passion and uncommon decency. Most amazing of all, West
47th  Street has the power to be a life-altering cinema experience.
Watch it and you'll no longer be able to pass those troubled souls on
the street without noticing, without caring, without understanding
that attention must be paid." -- Dennis King, Tulsa World

“With its four memorable characters, West 47th Street gives emotional
oomph to Lichtenstein’s multimedia campaign for understanding mental
illness, plowing like an icebreaker through frozen assumptions about
homeless people.” - Current, the newspaper of public broadcasting

“The most wrenching moments in the Cleveland International Film
Festival belonged not to any scripted plot, but to a special preview
of this vérité documentary masterpiece.” - Cleveland International
Film Festival

“You feel as a viewer as if you're right in there with these people …
the filmmakers wrestled with 350 hours of footage to tell, in less
than two hours, the stories.”- Lisa Simeone, host, NPR’s Weekend All
Things Considered

"Filmed in the manner of strict cinéma vérité style, the film borrows
from documentary giants like Frederick Wiseman the ability of film to
observe from a distance ... fiction could never invent such beautiful
characters." - FilmFestivals.com

“Involving, insightful documentary”- Variety

“Told entirely without interviews or narration, this is radical,
engaged filmmaking in the finest cinéma vérité tradition: it observes
its subjects from a distance, without judging them, without framing
them in a message, without telling us how to respond. This restraint
makes our experience, as spectators, all the more powerful and
unforgettable..- Vancouver Film Festival

